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Serious Rasbemtien vey my I * * 
MANNERS, Ke, 


HE Occskion of my applying to you 4 
this Time *, and in this way, IS, t0 ſe 
before you ſome duties which God more pate 
ticularly calls for and requires of us, in times 
of public danger and calamity. Ard, that 
what I have to offer to you may have the 
greater weight, J will enforce it by warnings 
and examples i in the like caſe, as we find. them | 
recorded in the holy ſcriptures ; : which, i in the 
words of St. Paul, (Rom. iv.) © were writtef 
for our learning:“ that is, to acquaint us, fix 
with God's ordinary methods 'of dealing. with 
men and Rs Rees whether in the way Wo Jace 
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Feat, or in the way of mercy ; and. | then, 20 
ew us the ſureſt means of avaid 
me ſecuring the others: - i . 
For this end, reaſon teaches, and God com- 
Tm nands, that, in the firſt place, the beſt human 
means be made uſe of for ſafety and deliver- 
ance in the day of danger, and that we be ear- 
eſt in prayer for a bleſſing upon thoſe means, 
| and for the ſucceſs of them. To uſe means 
without prayer for the divine bleſſing, is an 
impious reliance upon our own wiſdom and 
Arength ; and to pray without the uſe of hu- 
man means, is a groundleſs and 3 
ex tion of aſſiſtance from God. 2 
n this our day of danger, the beſt precau- : 
Fxions hide been uſed againſt the attempts of the 
enemy; and thoſe precautions have been ac- 
companied with the fervent prayers of pious 
Land good chriſtians, for a bleſſing upon them. 
| Bur, as this is a national danger, there mpſt 
be one ſtep further, to give us a title to The 
Paid and protection of God: I mean a tnf 
Humiliation for ſins, and a reformation of lives | 
and manners; of the efficacy of which for de- 
nverance from danger, 255 of the want of 
them as the forerunner of ruin and deſtruction, 
e have, as I ſaid, many remarkable inſtances 
And examples in holy ſcripture. But, ſetting 
Aſide the authority of revelation, nothing can 
be more abſurd in reaſon, than for a nation to 
expect aid and protection from God, While i 
continues in a courſe of open and uttreſtraine 7 
— ain him; which, though the 
2 BL Tm. | Wear | 
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piovecations of particular perſons, may ruttly* 5 
| * accounted national in his fight, if A are 
open and flagrant, and yer unreſtrained. by: A 
publick authority. 2 

This, it'is true, teig more immediatelſ 3 
to the civil Magiftrate; but there may be many 5 
and great irregularities both in particular per- 
ſons and pri vate families, which are not within N 


the compaàſs of his knowledge, nor within the B 


reach of his authority, however heinous and” i 
provoking they may be in the ſight of God. Fo 


And therefore it is in vain to hope for a nas 


tional reformation, unleſs private perſons, who. : 
are under no direction but their OWN, can be 


children the Kerpen ; ee that Les. 
are not only anſwerable to God for the ins. 
and irregularities which are committed or con 

nived at within our own walls, but are alſg 
anſwerable to their country for the ſhare they 


take in bringing down the judgnients of, God 
upon it. Nations are made up,” firſt of indi- 
viduals, next of families, and laſtly of bodies 
and communities; and when here is a hearty. 
_concufrenee of all theſe in the great work 0 
reformation, then, and not till then, it is truly | 
national; and is the only effectual means of: 
averting the judgments of God, and ſecuring” Þ 
his protection in time of danger, and 9 
A 3 . 


Nation of the whols. ee eee 
I. Toward this. great. nd ev ry. indir 
” vidual reſolve to do his part, and to anſwer 
r one; by keeping himſelf clear from the vices 
"of the age, and a religious attendance, upon 
te holy ordinances, publick and private, whichs 
| God has appointed, as a neceſſary guand.to. his 
* Innocence, againft the manifold. temptations, 
td the violation of it, which are ſo frequently. 
met with. And this I deſire to preſs with the 
greater earneſtneſs, becauſe, on one hand, 1 
perſon. who ſeriouſly. attends. thoſe- holy „ 
Hanes, can be either ignorant or unmindful 
| of his duty to God, and man, and himſelf; : 
and, on the other hand, he who lives in the 
|. neg lect of them, whatever knowledge he may 
hade of his duty, will quis. ly loſe both the 
| ſenſe and remembrance of it. And, in truth,. 
| it: is chiefly owing to the habitual neglect of 
"thoſe ordinances: by ſome, and a caxeleſs. and. 
formal attendance on them by others, that we: 
ſee. among us ſo much luke warmneſs in reli- 
| gion; which. does not ſtop. there, but grows 
Space into an habitual diſregard of it, and an- 
FE oncern:ducii about ir. And hege the good 
and evil of: ALE WIDE. or neglecting, che ordi- £ 
| ances of religion#3n, their effects, it, Hoch 


0 be further remembered, that a conſtant ar 


ſerious attendance upon tham, Where chere = 


nd reaſonable e is 77 8220 0 in the 
vg as . Wend wk 5 ee r 


dus kcal, e. 
all ages, 48 4 neceſſary art of th * Shriſtian 
dif] enſation. A ke 3 +9 * * 
I. The next advance 3 dalig abreg 
formation, muſt Be in families; where patents | 
and maſters, in their own. perſons, are.eqiiallt | 
concerned with all other dee in Wa 
is ſaid under the laſt head But their: = 
extends much further; firſt, as they have Ne | 
ceived power from: God to direct and goverty 
all thoſe who are under their care and infpecs = 
tion; and then, as by. the due eereiſe of thus 
power, they, above all others, may contribute . 

to the ſuppreſſion of vice, and inereaſecof 1e 
ligion, and by confequence, to à national \irgs 
formation; and laſtly, as this power is a t M 
lent put into their hands by God, for thenegladk BW 
or abufe of which-they neee, to him 
from whom they received it. Thoſe who are 
under their 3 are alſo under their eye : ſ 
that they cannot be ignorant of their behaviour 
without a ſhameful degree of. thoughtleſineſs, 
or rather ſtupidity, and an utter unconcerned 
neſs for religiom And as, without ſuch has» 
bitual thoughtleſſneſs and inattentiona they i 
cannot be ignorant of rhe behaviour, gf their 
children and ſervants, ſo. neither can they! be 
ignorant of their own duty in the-govermmetit 
of them, if they will in any meaſure. thick 5 = 
it, and attend to ir. - 41722800 il 
The duty of parents wich tegen to their 

children, and the ey; of maſters with regal 

to > cheir ſervants, howe' r differing in her 
; 2 reſpectſely 1 
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euch * nh hat. is, to e thats hows 
vice of all kinds, and to watch the firſt be- 

| dns of it, and tendeneies to it; to ad- 
moniſnk and reprove, and to puniſh if it is 
ung neceſſary; to inſtruct them in their duty, 
dund lead them ro the performance of it by a 
| | Prong which is the moſt forcible kind 
of inſtruction 3 and to oblige them to a due 
Artendance on the worſhip of God, both pub- 
lick and private, and to à regular obſervation 
of the Lord's day. Here is no difficulty in 
alk this, if parents and maſters have a heart to 
the work, and are regular in their own lives, 
24 will confider withal, How great ſervice 
boy may be daily doing to God: and their 
[/ Guntry'; How greatly 8 will be rewarded 
in the next life for a conſcientious diſcharge 

of this important duty; and © How ſeverely | 
| punited for the neglect of it. Nor is either 

the reward or puniſhment to be wondered at, 
when it is confidered, that the one is daily lay- 


| ing a foundation of virtue and piety, and the 


other a foundation of vice and profaneneſs, 
not only for their own time, but the 2 and 5 
| following generations. | 
Lam willing to hope, that theſe de and , 
the: eee An oper to enforce them, will 

to and laid to heart by 
parents and maſters, for their on ſake, and 
for the ſake of God' and his religion; and at 
"this time; particularly, out of : a e concern 
3 future * y a pineſs 
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of theſe kingdoms; being well aſſured, tha 
without a national reformation, we can neither 
be happy, nor ſafe; and that nothing can ſo 
effectually contribute to both, as a due regus 
lation in families, under the conduct and dis * : 
roction of their heads and governors; as des: 
ſcribed abuyrmweeeeemmmee . 
III. From the cafe of families, as having it 
in their power to contribute greathy to 4 h 
tional reformation, we will proceed, with the A 
fame view, to bodies and communities.” And 
here it is, that the buſineſs of the magiſtrate 
begins. By magiſtrates, I mean all thoſe who 
are veſted with civil authority; thoſe for whom 
we pray in our publick Liturgy,” “ that they 
may truly and indifferently miniſter juſtice 
to the puniſhment of wickedneſs and vice; | 
to the maintenance of God's true religion and 
It is the proper province of miniſters of the 
goſpel, to labour againſt vice and wickedneſs, BW 
by reaſon and arguinent, by doctrine and ekæ« 
ample, by publick exhortation and pri vate ad- 
monition. But if men will harden themſelves 
_ againſt all theſe, and having caſt off a ſenſe 
of ſhame as well as a ſenſe of duty, will let 
themſelves looſe into a courſe! of impiety and 
wickedneſs, and an open indulgence in aun 
notorious fin, they then become fit objects f 
the miniſter of juſtice; whoſe proper buſineſs 
it is, as laid out by the Apoſtle, (Rom. xi. 


3, 4.) to be * a terror to evil works, and 
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e ee 


the regularity is, which 


ger urandnetg * 5 — 5 . doth 
$ 15 nk; And; 1 In order to this, he is obliged; 
within be re ſphere, to watch againſt 
gro fl open wickedneſs of every Kind“ 
8 means to diſeourage it, and; 
if need be to reſtrain and puniſh it by @ vis 
_  gorous execution of thaſe wholeſome laws 
| which the legiſlature has provided againſt it; 
And all' this from a ſenſe of the duty which he 
| owes to the publick, and in obedience tg 
God, whoſe providence has entruſted him with 
, pqwer, and to whoſe -juſtice he muſt be ac- 
| countable for the uſe and exerciſe of it; eſpe- 
3 in caſes which concern God's honou 
| and the maintaining his religion in the world; 
| againſt vice and And the greater 
th ragittrates,. as well 
| as miniſters, do themſelves preſerve and main 
tain in private life, the greater weight their 
admonitions and authority muſt have, and the 
greater their ſtrength will be, for the ſups 
reſing of vice, and promoting the fame 10 . 
_pwlarity, in their reſpective ſta tions. 
IV. For theſe great ends the legiſlature have 
done their part, from time to time, by e. 5 
| ing laws againſt drunkeniieſs, fwearing, and 
| curſing, open lewdneſſes and — — 4 
r profancneſs, and the: wofand- 
ay to the 3 whit to qu thang be 


| 1 3 the wolation ok * in. an, the 


equally, notorio | Abd the tenen 
| namely, open wickedneſyz-.1 HKramed 2 
unpuniſhed, 15- that Whie x. (may — r 1 
called a national guilt. As long as ther core 3 
' ruptions: of nature are working: within, and 1 
are favoured with a- variety 6 temptations 
without, there will be much ſin and wicked 
neſs in the world, which the beſt means ank 
endeavours of parents and maſters, mitiiſters* © | 
and magiſtrates, cannot prevent 3 and ſo far 
particular perſons muſt be anſwerable to Cod 
for their own fins; But if a. nation does nat 
uſe the proper means and endeavours, te re- 
- ſtrain it, but on the contrary ſeems une n- 
cerned about it, and ſuffers the laws for .apm | 
poling and ſuppreſſing; it 10 be laid allsep# ? 
by ſuch a general ſupineneſs and neglect; the 
guilt becomes national, and expoſes the whole 
o the wrath and; judgments, of Gd. 
And if ſuch ſhould be found to be the: cale © 
of our on nation, as I doubt it has been to 
much ſo for years paſt, it behaves us to en 
quire betimes, what are the moſt effectudek 
means of removing the guilt, and avexting the 
_ Judgments; of God; eſpecially in a time o 
publick danger, and when wie ſee the judge 
ments coming towards ar Lg hanging aver e 


auf heads. 15 CG It 595 Tg 7 $ Fe $: 4 43s * 


V. In this enquiry, we can hape no ſürer 
guide than the various inſtances of God's deal 
ing with kingdoms and nations, in the way 
of judgment, and in the way of mercys WM 
ve wa: 8 in the bah n | 
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N * 
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N : 


ole; ; with he ror tage whay' they were 


b ſue; among many others, are his meſ. 
to the nation of the Jews, By the pre- 


ö captavity. * e 


ann Be thou inſtructed, o 0 Jeruſalem, Jeſt wy 
j \ foul dep 


. 6. Tie | 
eg "EY ye ave: Gon all theſe: works, 
"ng: I ſpake unto you, but you heard not; 


Therefore I will caſt n out of ny fi ight.” 
11 exem. IK JJ ug | 
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enumerates the judgments of God upon the 


— by 
e CH 


_ = - - — 53 9 — 4 
2 — — —y—ũ—ñ— ne nt erent . at 


the Corinthians, as the 'moſt forcible argu- 
ment to deter them from venturing upon the 
Me provocations. 1 Cor. x. 6. © 


. we ſhould not luſt after evil things, as 


„ monitien. 
But beſides the threatnings 4 


we find a —— in 


* 


— age | 
if they did not repent and reform. 


q Phet Jeremiah, Jane before his er TOW! : 


part from thee; leſt T'make' thee 
«deſolate, a land not inhabited: Jerem. 


and I called you but ye anſwered not: 


1 And in the New Teſtuansentt che St. Paul 


people of Iſrael, for their provocations in the 
__ Wilderneſs; he preſſes thoſe examples upon 


Now, theſe 
0 things were our examples, to the intent 


* they alſo luſted ;”” and ver. 11. New, all 
j sc theſe things happened unto them for en- 
* ſamples, and "they are written "for our ads 5 


nd -infliic 5 hs i 
o temporal judgments in the Old Teſtament, ö 
the N © which, 
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though dtn r: 
| ſincere. Chriſtian: to: oe noſt It 
our Saviour's meſſage: e 5 Iphes | 
ſus, by his ſervant St. John, (Rev. ii. 5e bi 
« Remember therefore from hence thou art 


« fallen, and repent, and do the firſt works 
« or elſe I will come unto thee chil; and 


take from thee the pure light of the 


which thou haſt hitherto enjoyed. An = 5 


it not nearly concern the people of this land, 

ſeriouſly to; conſider and lay to heart mei 
happineſs and miſery of Nava the h1 — 
the ſcriptures taken from * to . 
purpoſes of inſtruction and edification (while | 


they are in a language which they are neither 
able, nor allowed to read;) and theniſelves 


« will remove thy candleſtickx out: of his | 
e place, except thou repent ; that is, P will 1 


left to be guided by the traditions of men, in- 2 4 


ſtead of the commandments of God and fur- 
ther required, upon pain of damnation, to 
embrace traditional doctrines which have not 
only no authority from ſeripture, our only 
true rule, but have a direct tendency to 


And after it has been ſeriouſly conſidered how * 
terrible ſuch a Judgment would be, let n 
always remembered, what our Saviour tells 
the church of Epheſus, as the c _ means of 
n and ee 1. viz. 8 ye 


repent.“ 1 4 1 1 2 8 8 


And ſor our ecbgagemegt 100 take that 
churſe 28 the ſure N of being e 
e 1 


* 


ran 25 1 
and eat out the very vitals of chriſtianity: 


— 


graci 8 
ratio ch God: — 3 by the 
jp ks ——— that denounced his judgments. 
1 * g Ar whatinftant,” ſays God, “1 A ek 
£©-concerning à kingdom, to pluek UPs and £0 
| pull down, and zo deſtroy it“ > 

* Tf that nation, againſt whom 1 have pro- 
2 Wan turn from their vil, 1 will re- 
*,pent of the evil that I thought! d do unte 
e eme Jerem. xvili. , 8. 
Which readineſs in God to ſphre and: de- | 
iN liver upon repentance and reformation, is 
moſt remarkably exemplified in his dealing 
with the Ninevites. The prophet Jonah was 
ſient to them, with this meſſage; Vet forty 
days and Nineveh ſhall be pyerthrown 
q and then it follows: %% die 
Soc the people c of Nineveh: believed God 
I and proclaimed: a faſt, and put on oo! 
tes cloth, from the gente e the n even to the 
& leaſt of them. 1 10! Mie gain 
And God ſaw. theit works)! that they 
3 * turned from their evil way; and God re- 
b pented of the evil that he had ſaid that he 
1 « would do unto them, and he fn it x not.” 
3 oo 11. % 16. 3. GE dige 
Thus hath God, in the la gusge of Moſes 
d to the children of Iſrael, ſet | before us Life 
and Death, Bleſſing and Curfing, (Deut. xi. 
26. xxx. 19.) And may the ſame God grant, 
that in the language of our bleſſed Saviour, 
1 l Ake xix. 40 % know at 1 755 
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Fe ud our day, the things which belong untq 
our peace, before they be hid from our 


eyes. This is the Omg defire and oy 
neſt prayer of e 


— 
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Your Farhful Friend and 1 Paſo, 


